


About the story, and beyom&

Today, on our Planet, more than 35500 species are threatened with extinetion. That is
both fauna and flora. And it is close to a third of all known species. Out of all the
threatened species, almost 8,000 are criticaﬂ\{ endangered. Eighty are alreacl\f extinet in
the Wild. And more than 400 are extinet on the whole Planet ~ which means that those
species will never exist again.

These are just some raw facts that stand behind the story. SPec'nqC information about
the protagonists resides on the last pages of this book. Above and be\/oncl that, the Plot
captures Pecuhar moments in a koalas adventure of reaching a new home and in her
search for food. That food s... bamboo. Welcome to the otherWOrAI\, adventures of Pindu
and Puki, from Papa&uki.

“Sources: iucnreéhst.Org, WOFH\/\J]thCE.OrB. Consulted: Januar\f 2021
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a children's story on intuition, meaning, and |ook'|ng be\,oncJ appearances



Once upon 3 time, on Papaduki island
there wWas a koala bear named Pindu
that had one Jjoey - that's what
3 baby koala is called.

Pindu called her joey "Puki”.

And she J'ust loved be'\ﬂg Pukis koala mum.



Pindu and Puki both got used to
constanﬂ\/ being followed

by 3 P‘atYPU‘S - 50 they endeo up
naming him as well.

Papu swam around Papa&uk]

twice a Aa\f ~ after breakfast

and betore dinner.

He was a spec'\al P\at\/Pus,

as he e@oye& the saltwater

of the ocean Just as Much as
the fresh waters of the springs.
And Just 3s Much as

Pindu and Pukis
koala smiles.






“What are You Ao]ng?
Are You sure about this?"

Puki juMP&J on his mamas back,
ﬁrmw noading his furry head and smiling.
He sure was sure about his mama's qut.

Just as she Was sure about herself.






Quite 3 |Oﬂ3 ride for Pindu,
her little ey and their small,
ye“ow Ioackpack, which included Just
T euca\yptus sprouts
and some chia pudding,

Puki simpl loved eating chia pudding,
not on|\/ euca\yptus and bamboo.
He was 3 spec]a| Joey.



On the seat right next to them, there
was this huge rhinoceros gentleman.
Puki was a little bit concerned about
the space, but his mama

was confident that their spot

Was sumc]enﬂy COZY.

The gentleman was 5\eepy

most of the time,

s0 he invited Pindu and Puki

to rest on top of his soft side

while even cons]Aerate\y
ofnfer]ng his horn as a
P\ace to hang the yeHOw
backpack. [t was quite the
view from up there!



At the 33" subaquatic stop,
3 Weird ﬁsh\/ creature, which looked lke
3 &olph'nﬂ of some sorts,
entered the train.

[t had a blue winter hat and a woo\l\/ scarf,
even though it Was quite hot there,
inside the train, under the sea.

When she got closer, she told Pindu:

“Oh, \ou are meant to be travelhng, my dear"”

She got oft the train
at the next stop.
winking at the Joey on
her Way out.



At the 23" celestial stop.
a fumy sir, Who seemed to be
some kind of a bird entered the train.
He had just gotten down from a hot air

balloon. Then, he looked at Pindu and said:

Oh, | cant ﬁy‘
I'm )'ust shaPeA as 3 bird.
Just as You are shape& as 3 koala.”

And he added:
ou are meant to be travelling, My dear!”









And there, on the land of Tch]——long, No chia Pu&&iﬂg was left

just near the station, right atter passing by and on|\/ 3 dozen eucal\/Ptus sprouts remained
3 colourful cactus garéen the lkes of wWhich N the smal \/e||ow backpack,
shed never seen before, she spottecJ after all those
this beautitul bamboo forest, 11 Aays of travel

where she wWanted to rest and to taste some
deliciousness, a|on9 With her little joey.






and all of the |'|\/'|IQ9 creatures
were &o'\ng just the same.
And the P\anet smiled.
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Do you know what
the “ﬁsh\f creature”
entering the train Was?

It was a “vaquita”. Vaquita

is the world’s rarest marine
mammal. At this moment,
there are only about 15 vaquitas
left on our planet. They live in

a Gulf in Mexico. lllegal fishing
operations are the biggest
danger to Vaquitas.

ls the Plato\ffus also
in danger becoming
extinet?

The platypus lives in Australia
and Tasmania. It is a peculiar
animal - being one of the

two remaining egg-laying
mammal species on our
planet. Platypuses are a
protected species. Scientists
estimate that, due to climate
change, only a quarter of their
population might survive in the
next 50 years.

How about the Koala?
ls this marsuPial in
Aangcr?

During 2019-2020, there were
severe bushfires in Australia
that burned down whole
habitats. The koala population
suffered a lot. Without any
action, koalas may become
extinct by 2050 in the New
South Wales region.

The funn\f S, shaPecl as
a bird the one that said

he couldn't ﬂ\f. Who is
that in realit\,?

That is a kakapo - and it really
can't fly. It lives in New Zealand.
Sadly, only 142 kakapos are left
in the wild. Fortunately, in 2019,
34 baby kakapos made it to
adulthood. But this species is
still critically endangered.



Remember the bab\f
orangutan? Is he also
in dangcr?

Unfortunately, yes. That was a
baby Bornean orangutan. In
the past 60 years, his species
declined by more than half.
And in the last 20 years, their
habitat has been reduced

by more than half. Hunting,
having the trees of their habitat
cut down, and climate change
are putting them in severe
danger.

ls the rhinoceros
3ent|eman safe and
sound as 3 species?

No, he isn't safe either. That
rhino on the train was a Javan
rhino. Once, the Javan rhinos
lived all over Northeast India
and Southeast Asia. But not
anymore. They are now the
most threatened of the five
remaining rhino species on our
planet. There are only around
60 ladies and gentlemen rhinos
left.

And then the red Panda
is he related to the big
Panda? And is he safe?

Oh, no, the red panda is not
a bear. This animal is more
related to the raccoon or the
weasel. Sadly, the red pandas
are not doing that well. Their
habitat is slowly disappearing
due to human intervention.
Climate change doesn't help
either. So there are around
10,000 red pandas left in the
wilderness right now.

Does the buzzing ﬂ‘uﬁ\f,
Furr\, bee have an\fth'nng
to do with all of this?

Yes, that bee is also in danger. It
is a “rusty patched bumblebee”.
In real life, her species is
critically endangered. In the
USA, more than 90% of its
population has disappeared.
The major causes of this
happening are habitat loss,
intensive farming, and
increased use of pesticides.
Global climate change is also a
danger.






